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Curricular Design

The TEFL Certificate program curriculumis grounded firmly within contemporary learning models that
emphasize critical thinking and socio-constructivist interactional paradigms. The program has been
designedtonotonlygive youthe knowledge and information necessary to serve as an effective teacher
of English, but also the critical insights, understanding and awareness necessary to question, articulate
and employ these concepts via concrete applications. This curricular philosophy necessarily demands
that you analyze and problematize material before you are able to fully understand itand thus apply
such knowledge with expertise. This philosophy also recognizes the importance of interaction with
others as a means of negotiating the meaning of material and identifyingthe boundaries of its
application. The program approach cultivates holisticlearning from both top-down
[conceptual/informational] and well as bottom-up [application/experiential] input. It asks the learnerto
take an active part in this process through self-mediated analysis, synthesis and evaluation of presented
material.

Curricular Goals

By the end of this program, participants willthoroughly understand, articulate, demonstrate, and
effectively evaluate:
1. Thefundamental models of second language acquisition theory and the pedagogical methods
that are most effectivein exploiting such models
2. The componentsand purpose of language instructionaltechniques and strategies as well as
considerations fortheirapplication within the classroom
3. Theapplication of language learning and language teachingin the form of practical and
sustainable lesson plans and activitiesinthe classroom
4. Thelocation, creation, and adaptation of language learning materials and availabletechnology
for effective instruction in concordance with an explicit curricular framework
5. Appropriate forms of assessment for evaluation of both language proficiency as well as
instructional effectiveness
6. The successful application of the TEFLTraining Program content coursework and practicum
experiencestothe EFLclassroom

CONTENT AREAS
Second Language Acquisition Theory

Second Language Acquisition (SLA) theory provides the conceptual basis forlanguage teaching. Thus, an
understanding of basictheoryis essential forafuture language teacher. This module will providea



broad survey of fundamental SLA Theory. Mostimportantly, the course will attemptto strike abalance
betweentheory and practical application of theory.

SLA Theory Module Learning Outcomes:
On successful completion of the SLAtheory module, trainees will be able to:
e |dentify pastand present theoretical approachestoteachingsecond language, and elaborate
how each theory shapes practice
e Labelthe stagesof second language acquisition, and definerelated concepts likeinterlanguage,
morpheme acquisition, and the critical period hypothesis
e Describeinwritingdifferent types of language learners and situations (L1, ESL, EFL,
simultaneous bilingualism), and apply these differencesin teaching methods and outcomes
betweenthemin practice
e Createtheoretically soundlesson plansthatintegrate various productive and receptive skillsin
practice, such as a class that combines reading with speaking orwritingto be assessedin
observations at practica
e Developandarticulate inwriting a personal philosophy of language acquisition thatisinformed
by researchinthe field

Instructional Methodology

The Methodology Module is designed to provide an overall survey of recent language teaching
methodologies as wellas specific classroom skills and techniques. Participants willlearn how toidentify
different methodologies used in populartextbooks and how to make language instruction more
communicative and effective. Presentations and assigned reading will provide an explanation of how
and why various instructional choices are made while discussions, classroom activities and homework
assignments will aid in application and evaluation of these choices.

Methodology Learning Outcomes:
On successful completion of the methodology module, trainees will be able to:
e Identify, define, ordescribe common TEFL methodologies, and identify strengths and
weaknesses of these methodologiesin written work
e Demonstrate understanding of methods that provide oral/aural practice by applyingthese
techniques ormodelingthese methodsin practica
e Create methodologically sound lesson plansthatintegratevarious productive and receptive
skillsin practice, such as a class that combines reading with speaking or writing to be assessed in
observationsaty practica

Assessment

The Assessment Module is designed to provide basicknowledge aboutlanguage assessment theory and
practice. The contentand discussions of this module will focus on traditional and alternative
assessment methods, as well as the role assessment plays in language instruction. Stude nts will have the
opportunity to practice creating different kinds of assessments (e.g. skill-based, holistic, and alternative
methods). Classroom activities will also be shared to encourage collaboration, the exchange of
constructive feedback, and to reinforce what has been learned.

Assessment Module Learning Outcomes:
On successful completion of the assessment module, trainees will be able to:



e Identify differenttypes of tests
Evaluate tests fortheirvalidity, reliability, practicality, and authenticity

e Designandadministerdifferentkinds of tests (e.g. diagnostic, summative tests), and understand
what makes effective rubrics

e Assessthe fourlanguage skills (speaking, listening, reading, writing)

e Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of standardized and teacher-made testing

e Identify forms of alternative assessmentin ESL/EFL

Classroom Management

This course provides an overview of classroom management as applies to various ages, and grade levels
as well asteaching specificclassroom skills and techniques. Presentations and assigned reading will
provide an explanation of different theories of classroom management and the underlying psychology
that informs them. Discussions, classroom activities and homework assignments willaid in
understandingthe different theories and strategies of effective classroom management.

Classroom Management Module Learning Outcomes:
On successful completion of the classroom management module, trainees will be able to:
e Anticipate and propose resolutions of hypothetical problem cases presentingissues related to
students’ strengths and weaknesses
e Analyze his/herown personal teaching style and its possible effect on his/herteaching practice
inwritten self-reflections as appropriate
e Identify, describe, and give suggestions for the implementation of various classroom
management strategies to enhance and directindividual student achievement
e Elaborate onissues pertainingto classroom management, e.g. use of space, materials, aids, and
student behaviors to enhance teachingand learning goals
e Presentwrittenlesson plansthatare sensitive tothe culture, age, and skill and promote
optimal learning conditions by utilizing community, creativity, and flexibility

Practicum

The Practicum Seminar provides teachers various opportunities to exploreand reflect upon their
classroom instructional experiences via self-observation and self-evaluation. Instructors are encouraged
to engage themselvesin action-research by collecting data about their own teaching beliefs and the
styles of delivery they practice. By examining their attitudes, beliefs and assumptions about teaching
and learning, instructors will be able to use the information obtained via self-observation and self-
reflection as abasis for critical reflection on teaching practices.

Practicum Module Learning Outcomes:
On successful completion of the practicum module, trainees will be able to:
e Demonstrate integration of SLA theory, ESL/EFL methodology, classroom management, and
assessment modules into teaching practice
e Developclear, written teaching goals and objectives for specificlesson plans, aminimum of
three executedinthe practica
e Write effectiveand methodologically sound lesson plans with warm-up, teaching, and closing
activitiesforatleastthree levels and both productive and receptive skills that fitsinto an overall
stated objective(s)



e Demonstrate a professional and culturally sensitive demeanor as appropriate throughout the
TEFL program as observed daily and in the practicum



